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Abstract

This essay briefly explores Bahá’u’lláh’s conceptualization of “poverty” (detachment from the world) and “nothingness” (selflessness); identifies five representatives of the greatest philosophers and prophets of all time—Muhammad, Socrates, Confucius, Buddha, and Jesus; describes each of their conceptualizations of selflessness and detachment; examines some commonalities among them and commonalities with Bahá’u’lláh’s conceptualization; and then closes with some qualifying remarks.
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Rodney H. Clarken is the director of Laboratory Field Experiences and associate professor in the Department of Education at Norther Michigan University. He was on sabbatical in China in 1995-1996 to share ideas about education with the Chinese people. His research interests include Baha'i-principled education, multicultural education, and teacher education. He has taught elementary, secondary, and post-secondary students in Africa, the Caribbean, Asia, and in the United States since 1973. He has spoken on education all around the world, including at the United Nations NGO Forum on Women in Beijing, published numerous papers on edication, developed many instructional programs, and served as editor of two educational newsletters. Examples of his papers on education and stories about his year in China can be found on his web home page at www.nmu.edu/staff/rclarken.
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