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Richard W. Thomas is a professor of history at Michigan State University. He is author and coauthor of several books, including Detroit: Race and Uneven Development; Racial Unity: An Imperative for Social Progress; Understanding Interracial Unity: A Study of U.S. Race Relations; and Life for Us Is What We Make It: Building the Black Community in Detroit, 1915-1945. His most recent book, co-edited with Gwendolyn Etter-Lewis, is Lights of the Spirit: Historical Portraits of Black Bahá’ís in North America. He has been a Bahá’í since 1962 and currently serves with his wife June on the Regional Bahá’í Council of the Central States.
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