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Abstract

“On Meeting Robert Hayden in a Dream” is in homage to Robert Hayden, a giant of American and African American letters. When I first read his collection American Journal, I was immediately struck by his interest in “the other.” I do not need to tell you how relevant his work is today. Are we not “aliens” to each other? Are we not holding signs claiming that our lives matter? I believe now more than ever, Hayden’s work needs to be discussed as a pillar of American literature in the way that we talk about Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson.
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Abdul Ali is an educator, writer, and literary activist. He’s the author of Trouble Sleeping (Winner of the
2014 New Issues Poetry Prize). His poetry, essays, and interviews have appeared in Gargoyle, Gathering of Tribes, National Public Radio, New Contrast (South Africa), The Atlantic, and the anthology, Full Moon on K Street, among other publications. Ali will join the English faculty at The Bryn Mawr School in Baltimore, Maryland, this Fall.
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