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Abstract

This article explores ways in which the work of Bahá’í scholars might follow the process of consecration by centering the sacred within and decentering the self out of academic work. Academic discourse will be contrasted with a conversive model based conjointly on the Bahá’í writings, American Indian literary models (written and oral), Wittgensteinian philosophy, and contemporary feminist and postmodern theory. A conversive model of communication and scholarship is firmly rooted within the sacred, emphasizing relationality, intersubjectivity, and collaboration while rejecting the questionable benefits of an assumed “objectivity.” Such a model is presented as more in line with the Bahá’í teachings than are traditional models of academic discourse. The article ends with several specific suggestions that are developed to provide concrete examples of ways by which a conversive approach could reinform and transform academic and nonacademic writing and scholarship.
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Susan B. Brill has been assistant professor of English at Bradley University since completing her PhD in English at the University of New Mexico. Dr. Brill has published widely in the areas of American Indian literatures and literary theory (with essays published and forthcoming in Studies in American Indian Literatures, South Central Review, Biography, American Indian Quarterly, Mosaic, Dictionary of Literary Biography--Native American Writers, and an NCTE collection Teaching Favourite Short Stories). Her book, Wittgestein and Critical theory: Beyond Postmodern Criticism and Toward Descriptive Investigations (Athens: Ohio University Press, 1995) was subsequently reprinted. She is currently completing her second book, The Conversive Imagination: Reading American Indian Literatures Rationally, and doing research on ethnographic autobiographies of American Indians.
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