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Abstract

“Ḥúríyyih,” a term whose roots can be found in the Qur’án (44–54, 52:20, 56–22, and 55:72), refers to angelic female figures that reside in paradise and accompany the believers. In the Bahá’í Writings, the word has often been translated as “the Maid of Heaven,” a symbolic personifi cation of the divine reality of Bahá’u’lláh. In this article we explore how Bahá’u’lláh employs this figurative device to portray the forces at work in the context of His appearance as a Manifestation of God. In particular, we wish to examine the crucial symbolic role the unveiling of the Ḥúríyyih plays in relation to Bahá’u’lláh’s gradual unfolding of His mission. While some readers might believe the portrayal of this figure to be a literal depiction of the Holy Spirit appearing to Bahá’u’lláh, we hope to demonstrate that Bahá’u’lláh has, instead, created a figurative or symbolic portrayal of how He gradually reveals His guidance for this long-awaited era in human history—the “Day of Days,” the culmination of all previous revelations. Put simply, we feel that the image of the Ḥúríyyih does not represent a force separate from Bahá’u’lláh, but rather an expression of the Holy Spirit operating through the inherent spiritual capacity unique to a Manifestation of God.




https://doi.org/10.31581/jbs-29.3.2(2019)





Original PDF






[image: Creative Commons License]This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. If you wish to adapt, remix, transform, or build upon this work in any way, you may not distribute your work without first contacting the Editor for permission.

Copyright © 2019 John S. Hatcher, Amrollah Hemmat, Ehsanollah Hemmat









Most read articles by the same author(s)

	
John S. Hatcher,

Passing the Torch
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 30 No. 1-2 (2020)


	
Amrollah Hemmat,

Reflections on The Four Valleys of Bahá’u’lláh
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 30 No. 4 (2020): Studying the Revealed Word


	
John S. Hatcher,

The Mizán of Affect in Material v. Metaphysical Models of Human Consciousness
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 32 No. 3-4 (2022): The power of the human spirit


	
John S. Hatcher,

Unsealing the Choice Wine at the Family Reunion
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 6 No. 3 (1994)


	
John S. Hatcher,

The Equality of Women
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 2 No. 3 (1990)


	
John S. Hatcher,

For Once
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 31 No. 1-2 (2021): Walking the Mystic Path with Practical Feet


	
John S. Hatcher,

Unveiling the Húrí of Love
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 15 No. 1-4 (2005)


	
John S. Hatcher,
Roger White,

Reflections on the Art of My Poetry
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 26 No. 1-2 (2016)


	
Amrollah Hemmat,

The Concept of the Manifestation of God in Chinese Symbolism
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 26 No. 1-2 (2016)


	
John S. Hatcher,

Exploring the Implications of a Conceptual Framework for Bahá’í Scholarship
,

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies: Vol. 28 No. 3 (2018)





1 2 3 > >> 

















Make a Submission




Make a Submission






Information


	

For Readers


	

For Authors


	

For Librarians










Language



	

Español (España)


	

Français (Canada)


	

English















[image: Association for Bahá’í Studies]





[image: More information about the publishing system, Platform and Workflow by OJS/PKP.]













John S. Hatcher



×




John S. Hatcher is Emeritus Professor in English Literature at the University of South Florida and editor
of the Journal of Bahá’í Studies and the Wilfrid Laurier University Press Bahá’í Series. He has published over twenty books—some of which have been translated into more than five different languages—and more than one hundred poems and articles. He has received various awards for his work, and his comparative study of theodicy The Purpose of Physical Reality was reviewed in the prestigious Encyclopédie Philosophique Universelle Vol III, a dictionary of the world’s philosophical works  published by the Presses Universitaires de France.














Amrollah Hemmat



×




Amrollah Hemmat is the coauthor of four volumes of poetry with John S. Hatcher and books and educational material on Arabic grammar. He has authored articles on translation, hermeneutics, and discourse. His education includes a graduate degree from the Johns Hopkins University in Applied
Behavioral Science and a PhD in Communications from the University of South Florida. His doctoral dissertation focuses on the interpretation and translation of religious and mystical texts. He is currently the Vice President of Global Discourse Society, academic consultant to universities, and a frequent  keynote speaker at academic conferences. His current research includes translation studies,  hermeneutics, and intercultural communication.














Ehsanollah Hemmat



×




Ehsanollah Hemmat received his education in Sociology and Social and Economic Development. He has
authored articles and books in Persian, Spanish, and English and is currently coauthoring the last four volumes of the largest existing Arabic-Persian dictionary (Riáz-u’l-Lughát). He has served on the Bahá’í International Translation Panel for Persian to English translations and on the Associated Global Faculty Desk of the Bahá’í Institute for Higher Education. After pioneering in South America for forty years and
serving in a National Spiritual Assembly, as an Auxiliary Board member, and as a member of the  Continental Board of Counsellors of America, he moved to the Bahá’í World Center, where he currently serves.














×







Username
*

Required







Password
*

Required










Forgot your password?











Keep me logged in










Login




No account?

Register here




















[image: ]

